examining moderation and mediation.
Researchers in early intervention increasingly are moving beyond asking global efficacy or effectiveness questions to asking questions that permit systematic examination of which interventions are most effective for which children and families under what circumstances. Guralnick (1993) Moderation.
focal independent [predictor] 
Mixed Models
Two mixed models also can be specified (James & Brett, 1984; Muller, Judd, & Yzerbyt, 2005 Although this paper has used the framework provided by Baron and Kenny (1986) The use of SEM to test moderation and mediation is illustrated with hypothetical data from 20 subjects (e.g., children with special needs) using AMOS 3.62 (Arbuckle, 1997 (Hu & Bentler, 1998 Figure 4 shows the effect of social difficulties on school functioning, both of which were previously described. .020, CFI = 1.000), and the effect was statistically significant (see Table 2 ). Thus, Baron and Kenny's first criterion is met. The latter three must be demonstrated in the mediational model ( Figure 5) behavior and from isolating behavior to school functioning are both strong, although only the critical ratio from social difficulties was statistically significant (see Table 2 ). If it is assumed that the failure to demonstrate statistical significance despite a large effect of isolating behavior on school functioning reflects a lack of power due to small sample size (necessary for ease of the current presentation), it can be inferred that Baron and Kenny criteria 2 and 3 were met.
The path from social difficulties to school functioning was near zero and not statistically significant (see Table 2 ), indicating full mediation of the effect of social difficulties on school functioning by isolating behavior. 
Conclusion
To help inform the conduct of secondgeneration early intervention research, moderation and mediation were discussed using the framework provided by Baron and Kenny (1986) . Four types of moderation, differentiated by the scale of moderator and predictor variables, were described conceptually and statistically. A method was described for testing mediation that consists of methods to estimate the amount and statistical significance of mediation and several difficulties and potential solutions were discussed. Models that mix moderation and mediation also were discussed, and methods of testing them described. Finally, the advantages of using structural equation modeling to estimate moderational and mediational models were described and examples of both were offered using illustrative data relevant to early intervention research.
